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Interview with Rev. Amy Reumann, Senior Director of
ELCA Witness in Society!

Hear about Amy's experience with the involvement of
Lutherans in this election cycle, her thoughts about some of
the challenges we face in the church within our polarized
country, the ELCA's public policy priorities in the next
Congress, and tips for advocates.

George Penn of Wisconsin United to Amend for a training for the

~ trainers. Learn more about the problem of money in politics,

* primarily related to the 2010 Citizens United ruling. Learn about

- steps we can take to address the problem and become equipped to
lead workshops in congregations. This will be an online

training. Please respond to this email if you are interested, and we

Photo from the Community Food Conversations’ gathering at Lutheran

% Church of the Great Spirit, organized by Greater Milwaukee Synod hunger
® lcaders. Amid the rich stories about hunger ministries and insights from the
= hunger leaders who gathered, LOPPW was able to discuss advocacy and the
Farm Bill. We appreciate the many people who signed on to a letter to
Congress.



You too can lift your voice! Our sample letters for Wisconsin and Michigan from the
summer can still be used. Find those and more information on the Farm Bill on
LOPPW's website under Resources, Reflections & Tools: Hunger

There are also topical action alerts on the Farm Bill as well as for other issues on
our D.C.'s Action Center.

The Delay: Part of the political stalemate that caused the bill to expire without
reauthorization were Republican-proposed cuts to SNAP that Democrats refused to
sign off on.

"Congress has until the end of the year to push through a bill or a short-term
continuing resolution that will avoid that "Dairy Cliff." That includes specific crop
subsidies and dairy support programs, which will expire at the end of 2024. This, in
turn, means dairy farmers will get far less support and could cause what the American
Farm Bureau called a "Dairy CIiff" that will see dairy prices skyrocket in 2025.

As USDA programs will cease to exist without reauthorization, including programs
that support organic farmers, farm-to-food bank assistance, and certain agricultural
research, including citrus disease research, which is increasingly important following
a rash of citrus greening and pests in 2024 that caused orange juice prices to
skyrocket in early 2024. The Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership also
noted the bill's expiration could have serious consequences for hunters and anglers,
noting that if the Farm Bill doesn't get extended, it could spell disaster for land
conservation." Full article here.

The ELCA remains committed to staying in communication with the chairs and
relevant members. ELCA advocates in our D.C. office are staying on the course. If
for some reason it doesn't happen this year, we expect a short-term extension will be
passed this year and would want a full Farm Bill to happen early next year as a top
priority. As the ELCA we want this to be done sooner rather than later - especially for
farmers who need certainty in policy and funding now.

See links above to take action.

Messages from Bishops Related to the Elections
and Election Results

Bishop Elizabeth

Eaton's Message



https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=Cgt-GgUHMNC3wvGBEx-wmtOBsLOIpv0xRCT3HEf8JU-lKAnhKlArJQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=WxHPqg93a7hzGwrk18FtQCIMBCMUixLUqt7sCxN5C5sApMtYJPMpQA
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=1xMFskiCTa7eNrV6JAoNZ3RywVotGhx9nNRxiICDbJpeYHIzbG_ffQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=1xMFskiCTa7eNrV6JAoNZ3RywVotGhx9nNRxiICDbJpeYHIzbG_ffQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=zE64TKyfS_z5kpUHEpYQuQNsvIldqXZ8fGwB1tvfwxHInBF8hAMxzw
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=GsZdTn8T2rtASWxUfv8nOZUOsU8o4Y_Nzo_FygRcd0RoLjGGG08-kw
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=dcj8RoCk6MxmNkQ4uYPuKbax-zf0GqfwCDSFzwjpiZHVi9gQ2OjCZg
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=61KSfbDUNISJNquGSSeSSKnVPJMFiQATWXuME-4w5GIB5ctl9DvZnQ
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=7paSWpned1XzAwxRoUoSPjUFgQFjR5OpyzKYsgE8ia-U0rFlPaFzNw
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=7paSWpned1XzAwxRoUoSPjUFgQFjR5OpyzKYsgE8ia-U0rFlPaFzNw

A Prayer for Civic Life and Faith from
nine bishops.

ELCA Conference of Bishops Emphasizes the Need to Speak the
Truth (written before the elections on October 1, 2024, and still very relevant)
¢ Pledge to be vigilant guardians of truth, refusing to perpetuate lies or half-
truths that further corrode the fabric of our society.
¢ Committorigorous fact-checking, honoring God's command to "test
everything; hold fast to what is good" (1 Thessalonians 5:21).
¢ Reject the use of humor that normalizes falsehood, remembering that our
speech should "always be gracious" (Colossians 4:6).
e« Boldly advocate for the marginalized and oppressed, emulating Christ's
love for the least among us.
e Courageously interrupt hate speech, standing firm in the knowledge that
all are created in God's image.
¢ Lean in with curiosity, engage with those who think differently and "put
the best construction on our neighbor's action" (Luther's explanation of
the Eighth Commandment).
¢ Amplify voices of truth.
Click here for the full document.

Stay alert to messages that bear false witnhess
against our immigrant neighbors.

Debunking Common Misconceptions about Immigrants & Refugees in the
U.S. Global Refuge

"Myth: Most immigrants are coming to the United States illegally.

Fact: Regardless of someone’s manner of entry, seeking asylum is a legal right -
and more than that, it’s a cornerstone of U.S. and international law. Each year,
tens of thousands of people migrate to the U.S. via the refugee resettlement
program, through work visas, to reunite with family, and more. Of those who
come through the Southern border, approximately 92% were apprehended or
turned themselves in to Border Control to begin their asylum cases.

Myth: Refugees and immigrants take American jobs.

Fact: With nearly 7.7 million unfilled jobs nationwide and at a time of record-low
unemployment, immigrants are essential to filling in the gaps in the American
workforce. Immigrants are also more likely to contribute to job creation than
displacement, with more than 55% of the country’s billion-dollar startups
founded by immigrants.


https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=jmWQLaK46PyIop0Ur6a-dEm_Qsv-YrAyOLAx7Uv48uRtpJJzDXXN6A
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=jmWQLaK46PyIop0Ur6a-dEm_Qsv-YrAyOLAx7Uv48uRtpJJzDXXN6A
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=qI6qsdmdpgQAXIa_1-dE5TGxBwrnedJHyoetaH9XPnYlAFq0FnWlCA
https://support.elca.org/site/R?i=PblEtNXs_ARC8WIKiqpgAk0vOJugK9rQTXBH8EQcej4dRpJE-wXFTA

Myth: Refugees and immigrants don’t pay taxes and are a drain on our nation’s
resources.

Fact: Refugees and asylees contribute significantly to U.S. communities at the
federal, state, and local level—both economically and culturally. Refugees and
asylees contributed an estimated $581 billion in revenue to the U.S. economy
from 2005 to 2019, and, in some cases, they pay into Social Security without
reaping its benefits. Most importantly, they are our doctors and nurses, our well-
known chefs, our favorite musicians, our overnight construction workers, our
local shop owners, our neighbors, and so much more.

Myth: Immigrants and refugees are not authorized to work.

Fact: Refugees, people seeking asylum, and immigrants entering the country on
certain visas are able to obtain legal work permits. What’s more, foreign-born
workers made up 18.6% of the civilian labor force in 2023. Immigrants are an
essential part of the American workforce.

Myth: Refugees and immigrants are unskilled workers.

Fact: Immigrants and refugees in the United States fill essential positions at all
levels of skill. Immigrants are farmworkers, hospitality workers, doctors, nurses,
computer programmers, educators, architects, logistics specialists, emergency
services staff, and much more. The United States depends on those
contributions at all levels; in 2021, for example, nearly 2.8 million immigrants
worked in healthcare in the U.S. — accounting for about 18% of the sector and
serving in countless different positions. Of those in upper-wage occupations,
around 75% of immigrants work either in IT, management, or finance, and most
serve in high-ranking, high-skilled positions such as software developers or
CEOs. No matter their level of work, immigrants make the U.S. stronger and
more productive.

Myth: Refugees and immigrants are responsible for bringing drugs into the
country.

Fact: The vast majority of immigrants who cross the border immediately present
themselves to authorities to seek asylum. There is virtually no reason for
someone seeking asylum to simultaneously be attempting to smuggle in drugs,
thereby threatening their asylum status. In 2022, U.S. citizens were 89 percent of
convicted fentanyl drug traffickers—12 times greater than convictions of illegal
immigrants for the same offense.

Myth: Refugees and immigrants commit more crimes and make the country
more dangerous.

Fact: Research has proven time and again that there is no link between
immigration and increased crime rates and that immigrants are 60% less likely
to be incarcerated than their native-born peers. In fact, some studies show that
increased immigration results in lower crime rates—meaning immigrants make
the United States safer for all.

Myth: Refugees and immigrants will change voting patterns in the United States.
Fact: Immigrants, like natural-born citizens, represent a wide variety of political
leanings. Polls consistently show that immigrants and refugees do not uniformly
support one political party. In fact, a 2023 Los Angeles Times poll revealed that,
when asked “Which U.S. political party best represents your views?”, 52% of



immigrants and refugees polled responded “Neither or not sure.” While
immigrants and refugees may become eligible to vote after obtaining citizenship,
the process of naturalization and voter registration takes a minimum of five years
for most (and accusations of undocumented immigrants voting in U.S. elections
are virtually baseless).

Myth: When the U.S. welcomes refugees and immigrants, we neglect other
underserved groups.

Fact: While refugees and immigrants face unique challenges, their needs are
often quite similar to those of other underserved communities who face
discrimination, poverty, and lack of adequate health care, among other
challenges. Welcoming and addressing the shared needs of immigrants and
refugees can help create policy changes that benefit all underserved groups.
Studies have shown, for example, that rather than lowering wages due to
competition, the immigrant workforce has instead supported higher wages for
all populations. States like Colorado and Washington have expanded affordable
health coverage initiatives that not only aim to include undocumented
immigrants but also enhance access for all residents. These policies contribute
to stronger public health systems and improved outcomes for every community
member. When we work toward equity, we work toward a better society for all.
Myth: Most Americans don’t support immigration or a path to citizenship for
undocumented people.

Fact: Despite harsh rhetoric and extremism in the media and beyond, most
Americans support bipartisan solutions on immigration. Recent polling shows
that 81% of voters in battleground states support a pathway to citizenship for
immigrants who have been living and working in the United States for years, and
other studies have shown that 68% of Americans believe immigration is a good
thing for our country."





